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EDWARD GERALD PALMER FENN
1894 - 1918

DEATH NOTICE: Killed in action. in Palestine, on September 21st, Edward Gerald Palmer, 2nd

Lieut. Royal Welsh Fusiliers, beloved son of Edward r——"!,—,,...'o,..__..mm..w
. P{)S‘[' FF‘I 4§ I 'IEEI.E
Liveing (the late) and Edith F Fenn, of Alston Court, m' : S

EEE ! e et e sk
Nayland, Suffolk, aged 24." e P S

Telegram

O.A.M.S.

War Office

Stamped 12.30 24 September 18 Nayland

Mis Fenn? Alston Court Nayland Colche
Deeply regret Alexandria report SP 21 Second
Lieutenant E. G. P. Fenn Royal Welsh Fusiliers
killed in action Army Council express sympathy
Sec. War Office.!

1. Fenn Family Archive —www.thekingscandlesticks.com
2. His younger sister Adria was listed as his next of kin.
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E d w & distildught mother writes with a grain of hope, to —
the War Office. . (,1 /&*"“‘ (i‘*‘!‘ gﬂ(a QL

Z le'lc:,\o(. - @:9.

Alston Court Yot -

Nayland D Yosia a/u..r(‘ o carxre
September 24, 1918.

Sir ;}S\u Wive ~lout Son

Qad cia)m{\ T i ()wﬂ waalE
. A aand Bt |y

| have just received your wire about my son 2nd Lieut E.G.
Fenn. He wrote to me Aug 23rd that he had been moved

to 1/5th Essex Regiment and had left the Royal Welsh (L\u« S oo d. %o I/S_‘t}‘ S;_Je«
Fusiliers so is there not a dreadful mistake somewhere — (( N ()\C,CL ( Qtt CTQ
Ygleaseflg:hrpe”know as soon as possible. "(EO[KML:I %\N;(MN O
pa Y S ben dactluttis
Sone ‘U:Lb.n_ 6(01& [y k“\ﬂo
: G, Szeon oo t&s’:—l-(i e JIE
The sad reply comes quickly. & g’::j »(QV.J‘H\U/Q
26th September 1918.
The Military Secretary presents his compliments to Mrs P
Fenn and in answer to her letter of the 24" instant, e
much regrets to say that 2nd Lieutenant E.G.P. Fenn, o e e
Royal Welsh Fusiliers attached 1/5th Essex Regiment, 26t Septerd-p 1018,
was killed in action as communicated to her on 24
September' The Nilitary Secretary presents his couvlizents
2nd Lieutenant Fenn still belonged to the Royal Welsh $0 Nrs Pen and dn miewer to her letter of the 24tn dnstmnt,
Fusiliers though attached to the 1/5th Essex Regiment. :.,:;Lt :: ;s:‘lgm..“ Ry
The Military Secretary is desired by the Secretary of R 5 i a4 o A ou e T:M:r.:. :Hd )
State for War to express his deepest sympathy with 2n¢ Lieuteamt Fem still beloaged to the Royal

Welen N-lli"':_u',ucim‘: to the 1/5th Ensex Reginent

Mrs Fenn in her great distress.

The lllxltar, Secretary is desired by the
Becretary of State for War to expregs hie decpest sy pathy

with Mre Fenn in her great digtress.

Mrs Fenn,
Alston Court,
Nayland. ! S

Hrs Yoon,
Alston Court,
Bayland,

Edward was killed in action by a sniper, on the first morning of General Allenby's successful
campaign, known as the Battle of Megiddo, which, with Lawrence and the Arab forces attacking
from the east, drove the Turks out of Palestine.

Edward and his platoon were attacking a Turkish position at Kefr-Kasim (Kafr Qasim) near Rosh
Ha'Ayin in the district of Jiljulie (Jaljulya) about 15 Km north east of Tel Aviv.

1. Fenn Family Archive —www.thekingscandlesticks.com
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He was buried where the Wadi Rabah opens to the plain of Sharon, but later exhumed and
reburied at Ramleh War Cemetery (below)! 12 Km south east of Jaffa, Israel.

€ R Unit_ =.148, PLACE OF BURIAL JILJULIE, : FEIJA G,

BJR 6568, District Militarey Graves, M.I3.c 2.2,
Land belongs to Exhumed ZReburie@ in Ramleh Military Cemetery,

Hegimsent No, Name Ronk & Initials Date of Desth | Grave No. By whom Buried

6/th R WP v
t1d,1/8,Re0ex | = e Bfliee, 754
Regt, SR mop. r

THEnight ¢
218018,

’ P
S i

His cousin Dick Fenn mentions in a letter to Harry Fenn 5 Feb 1962 that he met Edward in Cairo
Dec 1917 "We went out together a good deal and | formed a high opinion of him and was
deeply distressed to hear of his death in action in 1918 when | was back in France".!

Edward in Cairo

This is the compass® Edward was
holding, leading his platoon into
battle when he was shot in the side,
dying shortly afterwards.

1. Fenn Family Archive —www.thekingscandlesticks.com
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Post Office Telegraphs
7.5pm Office Buckingham Palace received Colchester 7.4
p.m. 7 Oct 18.
Miss Fenn Alston Court Neyland Colchester.
The King and Queen deeply regret the loss you and the army
have sustained by the death of your brother in the service of
his Country their Majesties truly sympathise with you in
your sorrow.
Keeper of the Privy Purse.
In a buff coloured telegram envelope as above addressed
Miss Fenn Alston Court Nayland. Numbered'313. ‘ v -

NAYLAND PARISH MAGAZINE. November 1918.

OBITUARY NOTICE:

It is with very deep sorrow, mingled with pride, that we have to
announce the noble death of another of the heroic band from
Nayland who have made the supreme sacrifice for King and
Country, and at the same time we wish to offer the sympathy
of all to Mrs. Fenn and Miss Fenn in their heavy loss.

Edward Gerald Palmer Fenn was born at Grey Friars, Colchester, on September 2nd, 1894. His
first School (Preparatory) was at Broadstairs; thence he went to Sherborne, and, on leaving
School, Matriculated at Emmanuel College, Cambridge. He received his Commission in the
Royal Welsh Fusiliers, and as 2nd Lieutenant went to Egypt for 10 months; he was then
attached to the 1/5th Essex Regiment, and went to Palestine.

It was when "leading his platoon to victory" that he was hit in the side, which rendered him
quite unconscious, and he died a few minutes later. " Our battalion and one other (writes the
Colonel) were the first to lead the attack which produced such great results." Those results
were nothing less than the deliverance of the Holy Land from the power of the Turk. R.I.P.

We are allowed (by the kindness of Mrs. Fenn) to print the following letters, which will be read
with interest.

From Col. Gibbons. E. E.F., 22/9/18.
My Dear Madam.
| take this, the first opportunity | have had, to write to tell you how grieved | and all the
Battalion under my command, are for the loss of your son, 2nd Lieut. E. G. P. Fenn. Your son
had only been with us a very few days, and it is very sad to think he should have fallen in his
first action.
| beg you to accept my heartfelt sympathy, he struck me as being a most promising young
officer. How much more than that he must have been to you | know only too well, and | feel
that anything | can say must be very slight consolation.
But you will, I am sure, be proud to know that he died leading a platoon of the Essex. Regt.
to victory. He was killed in the early morning of the 19th inst. in our attack on the Turkish
position near KefeKasim, Palestine.

1. Fenn Family Archive —www.thekingscandlesticks.com.
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He was hit in the side and died in a few minutes - quite unconscious and without suffering
He also had a slight wound in the throat but this may have been caused by his fall on the
rocky ground. He was buried at the place where the Wadi Rabah runs into the plain of
Sharon, about a mile north of the old Crusaders fortress of Mejdel Yaba, | mention these
places in case you have a map of the country. | will try later on to send you a photograph
of his grave.

His belongings are being carefully checked and
will be sent to you in due course. Do not be
disappointed if they do not arrive quickly, it
generally takes a considerable time, but they will
be sent without fail. You will, no doubt, have
seen an account in the home papers of Gen.
Allenby's great victory in which your son played
such an honourable part. Our battalion and one
other were the first to lead the attack, which
produced such great results.

Again assuring you of my great regret and
sympathy,

Believe me, yours very faithfully,

T. GIBBONS, Lieut. Col.

Written on two pages in pencil from Palestine envelope addressed OASHitirSdain
Alston Court Nayland Colchester England. Stamped Past Censor 809 and signed.

From Captain Finn.
26th September 1918
Dear Madam,
| believe Colonel Gibbons has written to you concerning the loss of your son second
Lieutenant EGP Fenn. In sending you the latters Record of Service Book | feel | must also
express my sincere sympathy with you in your sorrow. Your son had only been with us a
little while, but during that week or two | had come into contact with him frequently. It was
recognised by all our Battalion Headquarters that he was a decided acquisition, and we
counted ourselves lucky to have him posted to us.
| did not see him hit, but shortly before, Colonel Gibbons and | had gone over to speak to
him, to guide him in his advance in the dark, over most treacherous and difficult country.
He was in front of one of the leading platoons of his Company, in the fore-front of the attack,
and was carrying on in a really excellent manner.
He was buried in the Wadi Rabah, one of the best known of the deep valleys in this part of
the Holy Land. The Rev. H. J. W. Knights, C.F., officiated. He is a good friend of mine and |
will ask him to write and give you further particulars. It is a difficult matter to express
adequately in a letter one's deep sympathy, but please be assured that all here feel for you.

1. Fenn Family Archive —www.thekingscandlesticks.com
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Perhaps you can extract some small amount of satisfaction from the knowledge that your
boy fell in a battle that seems to have settled the fate of our enemies definitely in this part of
the world.

He has gone the way of thousands of other excellent fellows, but the signs are that his and
their sacrifices have not been in vain.

Believe me, yours faithfully,

J. F. FINN (Capt. and Adjt.) 1/5 Bn. Essex Regt.

P.S. All your son's kit has been sent to the Officer's Kit Bureau, Alexandria and his accounts
out here are being dealt with by the Committee of Adjustment. G.H.Q. JFF.

Written on two sheets of graph papér.

26 September 1918
Dear Mrs Fenn
I am writing to tell you how sorry | am to learn the news of the death in action of your son
Edward. We were very great friends, and it comes as a great blow to me. Having been
classified as fit, he left with three others for the line. He joined his new Batt. on the 9th of
September and went into action on the morning of the 19th September. He was killed that
same morning at the beginning of the new offensive. One of the officers he went with has
since written me to say he was killed by a sniper. | did not see him, before he left this Batt.,
as | was on a course at the time, but he wrote me the enclosed letter, which | thought you
would like to see. | think this is about his last letter to anyone here. He was extremely
popular, and everyone, officers and men, felt it greatly when the news came through. | am
sending you any letters that come for him here and his kit will come to you also, but this will
take some time. All his personal belongings were left at the base, excepting his large silver
cigarette case and two revolvers, which he carried on him. These three articles may be lost.
| am sorry | cannot look after the return of his kit or treasures, as this is all done officially, by
his Battalion and special officers at the base, but if you will let me know if you do not get all
his kit, | can easily make the necessary enquiries here.
Please do not think it rude of me if | ask that if there is any article of his you would care to let
me have, as a keepsake and reminder of him, | should treasure it very much indeed. When
Edward came to this Battalion last year he was posted to the same Company as myself, and
we became great friends and shared the same rooms and were always about together. | feel
| have lost a brother.
Will you please accept my deepest sympathy in your very great loss.
lam,
Yours faithfully
A W Croft 2nd Lt
6th Gar K.W.F
R.W.F. att 1/5 Essex Reg.
C/o Cox & Co.
Cairo. 25.12.18."

1. Fenn Family Archive —www.thekingscandlesticks.com
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Dear Mrs Fenn
Please excuse me for taking the privilege in writing you, but | feel it my duty to do so. My
sympathy goes with you regarding the death of your dear son. It was felt very keenly in the
Essex but more so into this old Batt R.W.F. especially by the officers of the 3rd R.W.F. Hunthe
(?) Park I had seen the officers of the R.W.F. since and | dear say you will have had letters
from them. If you have not it is because of your address as no officer's death was more
mourned for by his brother officers than that of your son. He and | have been together since
we were in Cambridge and then we met again in the T 7 RS = -ah';‘?w g
R.W.F and have been together ever since, even to the R _Edmda@ﬁ&ad li qu “'*"'“
joining the Essex Regiment. | was taken ill just before 6 Safe Vool e
he met his death and when | got to the clearing station I
and was told of it and | may tell you | really felt heart
sick and felt as though | never wanted to see the Batt.
again. He was my only pal in the Essex as we had not
been with the Batt. long, so that it is the reason why |
did not want to rejoin the Essex. He and | were always D ¢ LSy Sk
the best of friends and we used to share the same 8§ ok 5 ok
room in the Citadel. £33
Did he send you a snap which | took whilst travelling in
the truck up Palestine | sent one to my dear Mater and
told her of his death.
| have three brothers in France and in my last letter
from home Mater told me she had not heard from the {
elder one for one month and it was just the week
before the Armistice was signed but | hope they have
had word by thus. The reason | have not written % g,,'—-
before this is | have been in hospital, and now the T y 3 ?
Batt. has come down in the line. : - o
| hope this finds you all in perfect health and wishing you the Compliments of the Season.
I remain
Yours
Lance Steil Lieut.

Envelope addressed O.E.S Mrs Fenn Alston Court Nayland Southwark England gds$timiark

Hospital, stamped Pa$ly Censor No 809

Duke's Head Hotel

Penrith 24.11.19.

Dear Mrs Fenn
Many thanks for your letter which | received two days ago. | was very pleased that my letter
to you had reached its destination as | could not find your address and sat down and at last it

1. Fenn Family Archive. www.thekingscandlesticks.com-Edwar d’' s family were supported
letters from his Army friends.
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came to me the name of your place, so | got a map and | knew when | saw Nayland it was the
place. | know | have your letter which | received
in Egypt and | shall always keep it but at the
time of writing | could not lay hands on it but Paos—
my mother was sitting and | told her the ; “? “*WT‘? ﬂf'm’ "L"“‘ M’ !
sentences it contained which was perfectly true,
but you probably forget and that was "Those
who knew him loved him".

| have just written to two officers in charge of
graves, Palestine and | will see if | can get a
photograph of his grave.

| often think about times at the Citadel Cairo.
You see he and | shared one large room and |
had my white flannels out there and did not use them so he used to use them.

(Edward belovin their room in the CitadeLINR 6 I 6t & Ay [y OS {(iSAfQa |
We used to share and share alike and all

kinds of things | have in my kit brings

back little memories of our room in the

Citadel. It's very kind of you to ask me

what | should like belonging to him but |

can tell you now no one on earth would

treasure one of his books more than |

would. |say it myself but | am a terrible

boy for taking care of my things and if

you knew any of my friends they would

be quite prepared to tell you so. | have a

pair of field glasses but I'm sure | should

not ask you for those of his. It is not kind

of me to keep this thing up again but |

can add a little phrase to my letter

"Those who loved him, will never forget

him" and that is why | speak of him.

Never part with his field glasses unless to

some person who loved him as he was

carrying those when he fell and also his

compass. | don't like telling you this Mrs

Fenn after so long but his memory on that day is as fresh now as it was then so | know you

will excuse me.

| will close now hoping that my letter finds you in perfect health.

| am yours faithfully

Lance Steil Lieut.

Written on three sides of the pages wih envelope postmarked Penrithdréssed Mrs Fenn

Alston Court Nayland Suffalk.

1. Fenn Family Archive. www.thekingscandlesticks.com
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The Limes, 3 Humphry St,

Crumpsall, Manchester. 14. 4. 20.

Dear Mrs Fenn,
Very many thanks for your kind later. It is very good of you to suggest sending me some
small thing as a keepsake of your dear boy. | should treasure it very much, not lest | forget,
for that were not possible, but as a keepsake of one with whom | had the honour of helping
to achieve a great worthy object, and as a help to try to follow the example of one who did a
man's work and did it well, leaving behind him a bright memory, which after all, | think it is
the best thing that any of us can do.
Yours very sincerely,
Ralph Chatham.

In an envelope addssed to Mrs Fenn, Alston Coltgyland’

EARLY LIFE.
Edwar d’ s | i fsertingt@a smbdrk@rshts aduwthoednalong with millions of young
men who died in a War little understood beyond the jingoistic propaganda of the time.

Born into 1894 at Grey Friars' Colchester Suffolk to Dr Edward Fenn?, and his second wife Edith
Todd? (pictured) From a privileged family Edward might have enjoyed a comfortable
professional career as a lawyer, he matriculated at Cambridge but
there appears no suggestion he was exceptional
with his studies. Edward was the only son to this
second family, an older sister had died in early
infancy, his younger sister Adria’, the last survivor
of their generation, dying unmarried in 1982.

He had a loving and secure childhood with five
ol der brothers &rfiageso Dr
Katharine Julius,” who died in 1886. Edward (on
left) nicknamed Bo, is pictured at right with his
father Edward? and grandfather Charles Todd?

The England census of 1901 finds Edward aged 6 with his family at
Grey Friars', 81 High St Colchester. The 1911 census finds him aged
16 a school boy boarding at Sherborne School4, Sherborne, Dorset,
under headmaster Nowell Smith. The first Headmaster of
Sherborne School, was Thomas Copeland, in 1437!

Edward entered the school in the 3™ term of 1908 leaving at the
end of the school year in June 1914.

1. History of Grey Friarsi ncl udi ng Dr Fenn’'s o0ccuf{
http://greyfriarscolchester.org.uk/grey-friars-book/

2. Pictures & data, Fenn Family Archive - www.thekingscandlesticks.com
3. Charles Todd the "Father of the (London) City Corporation" Member for
Queenhithe Ward for 50 yrs from 1857.

4. http://oldshirburnian.org.uk/school-archives/

© Copyright on family items to Edward L Fenn Box 51944 Auckland NZ. 9
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Edward appears not to have
won any Prizes at Sherborne,
but was successful in the
sporting life of the school,
playing cricket for his house,
and rugby for the school.

He was capped in 1912 &
1913, his 1st XV cap (left) is
today part of the family
archive.

(e e
et

UNIVERSITY and ARMY LIFE.

After his summer holidays in 1914, just as World War | was declared, Edward went up to

Emmanuel College Cambridge where he matriculated (passed the entrance exams)d started

to study Law.

At Sherborne School, Edward had served with the School Corps for 5 years and 2 terms rising to

the rank of Sergeant. Over t hat time he was assessed as “ef
On the 28" Nov 1914 he applied for appointment to a temporary commission in the Regular

Army for the period of the war. However on the standards of the day he was found physically

unfit for military service and his application rejected. The reason for this was his eyesight, his

right eye measured at 6/6 his left 6/9.

1. Edward’s Military Records. The National Archive, Kew. W0339/93535

© Copyright on family items to Edward L Fenn Box 51944 Auckland NZ. 10



Edward applied again in Nov 1915, when he is recorded as
enlisting as a private. On the 2" of March 1917 he again applied
for a commission. This time both his eyes were assessed at 6/9
and on the 19 Mar 1917 he was accepted to join at Jesus College

A Yus 3504

If a General Mobilization is ordered every soldier on pass must return

immediately to his unit wuhout wan‘ ng t'o? mstruchons
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Cambridge, as an
officer cadet with
the rank of 2" Lieut.
On the 21°* May
1917 he received his
commission in the
Royal Welsh Fusiliers
authorized by the
War Office, 9 June
1917.

At this time he was
issued a leave pass

1
to visit his home .

Very many thanks for your letter and the most welcome box
of chocolates, it was very nice being able to get over to Van, |
much enjoyed the weekend. | am appallingly hard worked at
present and today Sunday | am on duty from 7 a.m. to midnight and tomorrow | have to take
a entrenching party 2 or 3 miles away to another camp in the early morning and then go out
again at eight o'clock at night for some night wiring which will probably go on till 11 or 12.
My photos arrived at last yesterday | will send you them on in course of time.

| should be much obliged if you would forward by return the following articles:

1 pair Footer boots
1 sweater (low necked, no collar)
1 striped shirt (Emmanuel colours)

1 white shirt (with Sherborne diagm on it)

2 pairs shorts

2 stockings (1 blue & 1 black with magenta tops)
| put in the full details to prevent mistakes.
| see no prospect of going on draft at present, so am preparing for a little footer. We shall

probably leave this camp soon as it's too cold to be under canvas now.

destination is near Ryal a seaside place in N. Wales.

1. Fenn Family Archive —www.thekingscandlesticks.com

2. Edward’s Military Records. The National Archive, Kew. W0339/93535
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From The Adjutant,
Garrison Officer Cadet Battalion.

To Officer Cadet /W{f/@

Westcorr HOUSE,
CAMBRIDGE.

[Essiens 1 ame directodsto-inform..you. thit you Jhave, been appointed to

a Becond Lieutenancy in the TERRITORIAL FORCE.

You have been posted to chd"/’///g//;/ //14//
Aendl,

Battalion .................. .

Drceiidon

and attached to the ...
Battalion

You should reporf to tho last-mentioned for duty
P ./z,;/m..zfy
Railway warrant enclosed, the mumber of whith please take note.
AvnzoRiry—W.0. letter Nod /074 7/@

Ration certificate enclosed.

Please acknowledge the receipt of this letter.

(Signed)
J. STUART,
Captain and Adjutant,
Gamison Officer Cadet Battalion.

| believe our



http://www.thekingscandlesticks.com/

I am writing this on a bed so | am afraid the writing may be hard to decipher. Life has been
quite an eventful lately - there is not the slightest prospect of any leave at present have a 48
hours touch.
Again very many thanks
Your affectionate brother
Edward G. P. Fenn.
P. S. please also send a scrum cap - this is a black arrangement with black ribbons on it to go
over the head and ears.
Written on two pages in envelope addressed Miss Fenn Alston Court Nayland Colchester.

On the 17 Nov. 1917 Edward joined reinforcements shipping to
Cairo where he undertook an Officers General Course, he passed
a s s e s s eHisretofd also indicates he was admitted to the
Citadel Hospital, Cairo, for a few days in February 1918, the
description of his complaint was Cl A by M.B.?

S

B id Edward is pictured also his card with bar
7“‘ ~ .. | notes, were these his favourite drinks?
L Grdagal Qe |
Toance ot Vea satbs /
A e T mm s s i
Lig Looin ol c,% éo g LO]} %nn |
e étvv.rdi;; e |
P | |
: L}N\cu\ s 18 f“n% ROYAL WELCH |
5 'Vﬁ_i_ | Fusiers : CAIROJ

BEES = =

His records show he was posted
to the 1/5 Essex Battalion, on
the 15™ August, he joined
them in the field on the 11th
September 1918, 8 days
before he was killed.

Edward pictured encamped in
Palestine.

1. Fenn Family Archive —www.thekingscandlesticks.com
2. Edward’s Military Records. The National Archive, Kew. W0339/93535
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Background to the Battle of Meggido.

Today the land where the British forces were active in 1914-1918 lies in Egypt, Israel, Jordan,
Saudia Arabia and Syria. For centuries before the Great War, this land had been part of the
Turkish Ottoman Empire. 'Palestine' is a shorthand for this campaign, applied to a widespread
war that was initially centred along the banks of the Suez Canal, before in 1917 an offensive
was launched which took British troops into the Holy Land and Syria. The Arab tribes in the area
played an important part in the developing war, some rising against the British, many against
the Turk.

Lawrence of Arabia and the Arab Northern Army under Emir Feisal played a crucial role in
coordinating Arab resistance to the Turkish Army, cutting rail links, carrying out commando
style raids on crucial military targets.

The land covered by this campaign varies in widely in terms of landscape. The most important
features affecting the fighting were the narrow coastal plain from the Suez Canal area
stretching northwards past Gaza and Jaffa, and the rocky heights of the two sides of the Jordan
valley.

The Suez Canal was a vitally important supply route for the British Empire. During the war,
troops and equipment of the Australian, New Zealand and Indian forces passed this way en
route for the Western Front, in addition to millions of tons of foodstuffs, minerals and other
provisions bound for Britain and her Allies. The importance of the Canal had been recognised by
the British Government long before the war, and steps were taken to provide defences.

Egypt was occupied by British troops long before the Great War. Germany had for many years
before the war assiduously developed Turkey as an ally, which it saw as an important part of
the Drang nach Oste(The Thrust towards the East: Germany wanted new lands, new markets,
lebensraum).

The Turkish army was led by German 'advisors', as was much of its trade and commerce.
Pushed by Germany - who also tried to encourage a Jihad (Muslim Holy War) against the British
forces - Turkey was to strongly resist the British incursion. Initially, Britain set out only to
defend the Canal from the Turkish troops that were massed in Palestine. Following important
victories that pushed the Turks further from the Canal, along with the helpful support of Arabs
in the Hejaz and elsewhere, the British force began to contemplate a push into Palestine.

This became additionally important once the attempt on Gallipoli was a recognised failure, and
Britain also needed a success in Mesopotamia. Politically, success in Palestine was believed by
some to be a less costly way towards defeat of Germany than the painful battering at the
Western Front .

From late 1914 until mid-1915, the British force stood on the defensive along the Suez Canal,
defeating attempts to capture or damage the canal. The British began to construct a railway
and supply roads along the coastal plain at this time, both of which were to prove vitally
important.

It was not until early 1917 that sufficient force had been gathered, for an assault on the large
Turkish forces in Palestine. The Palestine theatre became the second largest in terms of forces
deployed, after the Western Front. Allenby launched an attack in October 1917, capturing the
notable prize of Jerusalem®

1. http://www.1914-1918.net/palestine.htm
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The Battle of Meggido1

The battle of Megiddo, 19-25 September 1918,
was the climactic battle of the British invasion
of Palestine of 1917-1918. It is also famous as
the last great cavalry victory. The battle was
subdivided by the British Battles Nomenclature
Committee into the battles of Sharon,
involving Edwards unit 1/5 Battalion Essex
Regiment part of the 54™ East Anglian Division
on the coast, and of Nablus, in the Judean
Hills, either of which name makes rather more
sense than Megiddo. The cavalry advance

flowed past the ancient site of Megiddoz,
location of the first battle in recorded history
(c.1457 BC), on the night of 19/20 September,
and the temptation to adopt the name was
clearly too great.

After the capture of Jerusalem in December
1917 the fighting died down over the winter.
The spring of 1918 saw the series of

great German offensives on the Western
Front, forcing the British to abandon any plans
for a further campaign in Palestine. The Turks
now had three armies in the line in Palestine, a
total of 34,000 men to defend the line from
the coast, across the Judean Hills, the Jordan
valley and out to the Hejaz Railway, under the
overall command of Liman von Sanders, a
German officer who had spent three years in
Turkey.

The British had 69,000 men in Palestine
(57,000 infantry and 12,000 cavalry). Allenby
had decided to attack along the coast, on the
Plain of Sharon, where the ground was well
suited for cavalry.

l?em//
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1. http://www.historyofwar.org/articles/battles_megiddo1918.html
2. Armageddon derived from Hebrew Har-Megiddo has become a byword for the end of the age.
Map. http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of Megiddo_%281918%29

© Copyright on family items to Edward L Fenn Box 51944 Auckland NZ. 14


http://www.historyofwar.org/articles/battles_ludendorff.html
http://www.historyofwar.org/articles/battles_ludendorff.html
http://www.historyofwar.org/articles/battles_megiddo1918.html

The Turkish front line defences were 3,000 yards deep, well constructed and protected by thin
barbed wire. The second line, three miles to the rear, was less well prepared and consisted of
unconnected strong-points, unprotected by wire.

During the spring of 1918 Allenby sent a series of expeditions into the Jordan Valley. This
convinced the Turks that the British attack was going to come along the line of the Jordan. An
advance up the valley would threaten Beisan and the railway supplying the Seventh and Eighth
Armies, while further east a strike towards Deraa would threaten all three Turkish armies.

All enby’s plan worked perfectly. By the middl
9,000 cavalry and 383 guns on the western fifteen miles of the front line, facing 8,000 infantry

and 130 guns. On the remaining forty five miles of the front the British had 22,000 infantry,

3,000 cavalry and 157 guns and the Turks and 24,000 men and 270 guns. 11,000 of them were

east of the Jordan Valley, and were effectively out of the battle.

Allenby (pictured)developed an ambitious plan for the battle itself. XXI
corps, with five divisions, would attack along the coast and force the Turks
to pull back along the line of the railway, north to Tul Keram and then east
to Messudieh Junction. This would open a gap along the coast for the Desert
Mounted Corps. Once they were past the Turkish lines their job was to ride
north along the plain, cross a spur of the Judean hills and enter the Plain of
Esdraelon. That would allow them to captured El Afule and Beisan, blocking
the retreat of the Turkish Eighth and Seventh Armies. Their only possible
line of retreat would have been east, across the Jordan Valley. XX corps was
given the job of advancing along the hills towards Nablus to block the best
passes down into the valley.

The preliminary operations began on 16 September. The Air Force bombed Deraa, further
convincing Liman von Sanders that the British attack would come inland. At the same time a
force of Arab rebels, amongst them T.E. Lawrence, cut the railways north, south and west from
Deraa. Liman von Sanders moved some of his reserves east to deal with the perceived threat.

A second preliminary attack was launched by the 53rd Division of XX corps in the east of the
Judean Hills. The attack was launched to move the 53rd Division into place for its main advance,
to be once the attack on the left was well underway.

The main attack began at 4.30am on 19 September with a 15 minute artillery bombardment.
The main infantry attack overwhelmed the outnumbered Turks in the front line. The 60th
Division, on the left of the line, advanced 7,000 yards (nearly four miles) in the first two and a
half hours, breaking through both the first and second Turkish lines, and capturing a bridgehead
over the Nahr el Falik. This allowed the cavalry to begin its own advance. By the end of the first
day XXI corps had captured most of the railway line north to Tul Keram. The Turkish Eighth
Army, attempting to retreat through Tul Keram, was stopped by a combination of attack from
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the air, a rapid advance by the 5th Australian Light Horse and finally by the 60th Division, who
by the end of the day had advanced seventeen miles and captured Tul Keram.

Meanwhile the cavalry advance achieved all of its objectives. By the end of the first day of the
battle the cavalry had reached the edge of the Plain of Esdraelon, and by 2.30am on 20
September were advancing down into the valley. El Afule and Beisan were captured later in the
day. The cavalry even came close to capturing Liman von Sanders in his headquarters at
Nazareth. Early in the battle all communications with the front had broken down, as happened
so often during the First World War. The approach of the British cavalry was the first warning
Liman von Sanders received of the scale of the Turkish defeat. While the British attempted to
find his headquarters, he made his escape back towards Tiberias.

By the end of the second day the Turkish Eighth Army had been destroyed and the Seventh
Army was in serious danger. With the railway blocked, its only chance of escape was east from
Nablus, along a road that led down the Wadi Fara into the Jordan Valley. This had been the
target of XX corps, but their advance, which began during the afternoon of 19 September, had
not been as successful as on the left. During 20 September XX corps made very little progress,
and on the night of 20/21 September the Turks began to evacuate Nablus.

They were stopped by air power. Allied aircraft caught the Turkish column just east of Nablus,
where the road passed through a gorge. Bombing soon blocked the road, and the survivors
scattered into the hills, where most were soon captured. The advancing British found over
1,000 vehicles (including 90 guns and 50 lorries) abandoned on the road.

The British took 25,000 prisoners during the battle of Megiddo. Less than 10,000 Turkish and
German soldiers escaped to retreat north. The pursuit continued throughout October. The
Turks lost control of Damascus on 30 September.

Over the next month the British captured Beirut (8 October), Tripoli (18 October) and Aleppo
(25 October). On 30 October, with Palestine, Syria and Iraq lost, the Turks requested an
armistice. Megiddo was one of the best planned and executed British battles of the First World
War, and had the most dramatic results. Allenby must take much of the credit for this,
emerging as one of the more imaginative generals of the war’.

The Aftermath.

War time casualties generate a lot of paper work, Edwards death created some 84 pages on his
Army File, not all completed fully, some a duplication.

It cites his Army record, then there appears to be three main categories at issue, the
identification and return of Edward’s kit, the calculation of pay and Army gratuity owing to
Edwar d’ @usidestificatibnef any creditors or debtors to his estate. Finally legal
confirmation of his death and searching for a Will, it was concluded Edward died intestate,
requiring Letters of Administration to obtain Probate of his estate.

1. http://www.historyofwar.org/articles/battles_megiddo1918.html
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Th\s Undertaking to 1,:\% d,ds the circumstances of the case dictate,
by one of the following persons in the order in which they appear i—

(1) Executor of the late Officer’s Will or the Administrator of his estate.
(2) Widow.
(3) Father (if alive), or next surviving relative (if father is dead).

To the Army Council.

Tn consideration of your banding over to me, or at my request, the effcts
of the late
s R G e )(-?‘Q\.ﬁ b T
)
N Ui o=
Sl NESTON

W -
e o T ,
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LR VRNERS . SV
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Capacity in which signing

3
i
|
|

Date mrﬁs lCi’HS

This Undertaking, which is rendered necessary in view of the provisions of the Regimental
Debts Act, 1893, will not be held to apply to any amounts in excess of the assets of the lute
Officer's estate.

Effects delivered to the address stated on this form will not subsequently be forwarded
elsewhere at the public expense.
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Edward’s Writ
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The final sum accounted to Edward’'s solicitor
£108 1s 3d.
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The Final Winding-Up o f Edwar d’ s

In the months after his death the Army searched without success for a Will for Edward, and for
any creditors and funds owed to him.

N ~ Ixtract from "Egyptian Gazette" dated 3-10-18,

? i

{ » person heving clains againﬁi-the ééiates‘of the following Officers
deceased, should forward thelr claims, with proofs, to the President; Com=
mittee of Adjustment, 3rd.Schelon, €,H.Q,E.E.F, on or before Thursday the
10th, dey of October 1918, after which date no claims will be considered.

"2/lt. E.G.P.Fenn, Essex Regt."
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LR s 4 560, 318 M.F.C./37617/B.

251 RE G!STR\?

Army Form A. 2.

erszl Sir E.H.H.Allemby,

’, c' in c'),._E: E~ F- =

s for the purpose of  Winding up the affairs of the late-
2/Lieut. E.G.P.Fenn, 6th. Bn. Royel Welch Fusiliers
- attached 1/5th. Essex Regt., who was killed in
Avtion on the 19th. September 1918.
PRESIDENT

« A.X.Fletcher, V.D,,
3rdi.Echelo: H.Q

The Committee
find fha."m
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Edward’s mother advises Army she has
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The Lawyers respond

| 14, Southampton Street,
\ Bloomsbury,
l W.C. 1.

21st February, 1919.

Sir,
Temp. 2nd-Lieut. E.G.P. Fenn, decd.
Reserve Garrison Battn.Royal Welsh
Pusiliers attd.5th Battn. Essex Regt.
Territorial Force.

We are acting for the personsal rspresentétive of this Office
who was killed in Palestibe on 19th September 1918 and are
gpplying for Letters of Administration to his estate.

We shall be obliged by your forwarding to the Cormissioners
of Inland Revenue the necessary statement to remit death duties.

We are, Sir,

Your obet.Servants,

(sd.) Routh Stacey & Castle
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Letters regarding Letters of Administration and a Death Certificate
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Letters of Administration Granted 29 March1919—-Edwar d’' s Est at e di s val

Register No. m?&r .
: (Accounts 4.
Letters of Administration (Will-annexed).

Extract from | Probate-of Will,
: ﬁonﬁrmation.

Datedﬂl\iﬂ_lﬂﬂ%(}mntedat The E incipal Probate Rggist ry
Resea.]ed

Sl .,;Estate.ohm...EﬂW&Ii: Ggirnld‘ralm'gr.;zenn_‘of__.uston. Court Nayland .
; . (Colchester) in the-County of Suffolk temporary second

,.‘M_,_Jl‘-'ilzh Jlay Df saptember 1918 in. Ealestin& m:.estatsm
a bach

Edith Fenn Jiidow the naturél-and lawful lother and onl
next of Iin of the said intestate

A Hessra Routh stacey ;': (,astle. Solieitors, 14 southampto

5

street Blooms‘bury.

Edward’s Military Records. The National Archive, Kew. W0339/93535

© Copyright on family items to Edward L Fenn Box 51944 Auckland NZ. 27



A Grateful Nation Honours its War Dead.
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E whom this scroll commemorates
| 1was numbered zmongthose who,
atthe call of King and Country leftall

thatwas dear to them, endured hardness,
faced dangerand finally passed out of
the sight of men by the path of duty
and self sacrifice, giving up their own
lives that othersmight teve in freedom.
Let those who comeafter seetoit
that his name be not forgotten.
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All pictures Fenn Family Archive. www.thekingscandlesticks.com
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I join with my grateful pecople

in sending you this memorial

of a brave life given for others
in the Great War.

o

FINIS
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